Bryan-College Station Sister Cities Association
Student Summer Exchange Application – Greifswald, Germany
Tentative dates:  JUNE, 2012
Revised 8-12-2011
The Student Ambassador Program, an exchange of secondary school students grades nine and ten (9-10) in Bryan – College Station, is one of the most important and popular activities of the Bryan-College Station Sister Cities Association.  We are seeking 10 students who, along with two adult sponsors, will travel to Greifswald, Germany in June, 2012 for two weeks to actively participate in cultural and educational events and activities.  The youth exchange program has afforded many students an opportunity to visit youth their own age during a home stay while getting to know their families and friends.  The host students from our Sister Cities have a two week return visit in which they get to see what “real” life is like in Bryan-College Station and Texas.  Our goal is to foster personal growth and self-confidence for students and adults while valuing and supporting each individual’s participation in the exchange program.  Sister Cities International promotes peace through mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation one individual, one community at a time.  Sister Cities is a non-political, non-profit organization.   
Greifswald is a medieval seaport town on the Baltic Sea, located due north of Berlin.  It is home to a university founded in 1456. Greifswald’s Rathaus (townhall) dates from 1350.  Major industries include energy and lumber.  American students do not need German language skills.  The German students will be fluent in English.
The Sister Cities Association makes travel arrangements including airfare, transfers, and some activities.  Students and chaperones pay $ 2400. plus any student spending money.  Payment schedule: $1000 by December 10th, $1000 by February 10th, and $400 by March 10TH,2012.  Families also incur the responsibility of hosting the foreign student and actively participate in the program designed for the Germans when they travel to Bryan-College Station and selected sites in Texas in Spring, 2013. 
Students who are selected to participate are required to have a valid passport and should secure this no later than January 15, 2012.

This is a fantastic opportunity to travel and host a foreign student as well as experience life in depth in another country.  Apply now!  Space is limited!  APPLICATIONS ARE DUE OCTOBER 21, 2011. Interviews will be conducted during the following week.  Applicants and their families will be notified of acceptance after all interviews are completed. Those selected will complete a health history/travel permission form and ambassador agreement form.  Monthly meetings/activities will be conducted beginning in December, 2011 to help prepare the group for the exchange. 

Please print legibly:

Name ____________________________________________  Date of Birth:  ______________   Age:  _________

Grade classification in 2011-2012 school year:  _____________  School:  __________________________________

Circle one:  Male    Female    Home Address:  ________________________________________________________

City & Zip:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s):  __________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _____________________  Work Phone:  __________________  Cell Phone:  ____________________

Parent email Address:  _________________________________________________________________________

Student email Address:  _______________________________________________________________________
                                                                         
Hobbies or Interests:  _________________________________________________________________________

Brothers/Sisters & Ages:  ______________________________________________________________________
					over

Previous Foreign Travel (Where & When?):  _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Student – What factors would make you a good student ambassador to Greifswald, Germany? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent(s) – My son/daughter should be selected as a student ambassador because…
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature:  ____________________________________________________  Date:  _________________

Parent Signature:  ____________________________________________________________________________

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION SEE OUR WEB PAGE:  www.bcssistercities.org

QUESTIONS?  CALL Zandy Pustay  (979) 696-8620

PLEASE KEEP A COPY OF YOUR APPLICATION AND SUBMIT THE ORIGINAL BY October 21, 2011 or sooner TO: 
 
BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, 715 University Drive East, College Station, TX. 77840     979-260-9898  CVB  is located across the street from the Hilton hotel.
or electronically to zpustay@gmail.com
